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From the MRA President's Desk
Greetings,
This is my last letter as president of the Michigan Reading Association. And because it
is my last letter, I feel a sudden and urgent need to write about writing. Over the last
10 years, I watched the writing instruction in Michigan schools dramatically improve.
It has gone from the writing process to writing workshop. It has gone from teaching
the writing to teaching the writer. It has gone from many students scoring off topic and
the lowest scores on the MEAP rubric to most students writing on topic and scoring the
middle scores on the MEAP rubric.
In 2000, Malcolm Gladwell popularized the term
tipping point when he wrote, The Tipping Point:
How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference. The
tipping point occurs when something unique becomes
common. I think the state of writing instruction
and writing performance is at the tipping point in
Michigan schools. Progressive approaches to writing
are becoming less unique and more common throughout Michigan schools, and, thereby, good writing is
becoming less unique and more common throughout
Michigan schools. Progressive approaches that make
writing enjoyable such as notebooking, self-selecting
topics and genres, providing enough time to write,
conferencing with students, focusing on the writer
instead of the writing, and celebrating writing with
authentic audiences have made a difference.
All over Michigan, I see students learning how to do
what writers do by keeping writer's notebooks, turning watermelon topics into seed stories, and reading
and writing like writers. I see students talking like
writers, acting like writers, and living like writers. I
see students understanding the intricacies of genre,
the nuances of words, and the subtle ways authors
craft their text to keep their readers engaged.
Gladwell identifies three types of people who have
the power to produce the tipping point: connectors,
mavens, and salesmen. Connectors have wide social
circles; they are the hubs of the social network.
Mavens are knowledgeable people; they know the
right way from the wrong way. Salesmen are char-
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ismatic; they exert soft influence, and others tend to want
to imitate them. Each sounds
like a teacher to me. Teachers are the power and have
always been the power.

Beal

To teachers who teach writing using progressive
approaches, my advice is to exert your power to help
Michigan students by:
•
•
•

•

using and refining progressive writing practices with your students;
engaging parents and teachers in conversations about progressive approaches;
teaching parents, teachers, administrators,
and legislators about progressive approaches;
and
adopting and creating writing curriculums
that incorporate progressive approaches.

I bid you farewell with the wish that you find many
ways to exert your power to benefit the children of
Michigan and ensure that the tipping point occurs.
I hope and wish that good writing based on interesting ideas written in interesting ways will become as
common for our students as Ataris in the seventies,
Macintoshes in the eighties, and Windows in the
nineties.
~;f,&~

Jeff Beal
President, Michigan Reading Association
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*** New Grant Available***

Past Presidents' Legacy Fund Conference Grant, 2008
Application for an Educator New to a Professional Role
The Past Presidents' Legacy Fund was established October, 2006, through the generosity of many past presidents
of Michigan Reading Association, MRA Board members, and friends of MRA in celebration of MRA's 50th anniversary. One activity of this fund is the PPLF Conference Grant which promotes professional development to improve
reading instruction. The PPLF Conference Grant provides financial assistance to a Michigan educator, new to a
professional role in the last 2 years, to attend the MRA Annual Conference. The professional role can be one of
instruction, administration, assessment, or support (such as an aide) related to reading improvement. The PPLF
Conference Grant is available to all Michigan educators who meet the above criteria; however, special emphasis
is placed on applicants who are early-career or second-educational-career educators. The recipient of the PPLF
Conference Grant is encouraged to attend the MRA Annual Conference the following year and participate in an
active role and become involved actively in a local or special interest council.
Contact the MRA office at 1-800-672-7323 or e-mail mra@michiganreading.org to obtain the PPLF Conference
Grant application. Applications are due October 12, 2007

Call for Program Proposal
The Michigan Reading Association, an affiliate of the
International Reading Association, invites you to submit a program proposal for the

52nd Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference

MRA 2008 - ''Bound Together by Literacy"
Saturday, March 15 through Monday, March 17, 2008
Cobo Center & Marriott Renaissance Center Hotel • Detroit, Michigan
For additional information and the proposal form, please visit the MRA Web site at
www.michiganreading.org.
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EDITORIAL REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS

If you are currently a member of the MRJ Editorial Review Board, or if you would like to volunteer your
expertise as a new member of the board, please take a moment to complete the following form. We would
like to thank you for the valuable service you perform for the literacy community. It is important that each
manuscript submitted to MRJ receives a fair reading by three of the author's peers. We send potential
articles to professionals at all levels-early childhood, elementary, intermediate, middle and high school,
university, and adult literacy specialists. Your commitment is important to the continued excellence of our
state journal.

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
EDITORIAL REVIEW BOARD INFORMATION FORM
NAME:-----------------------------------LAST

FIRST

TITLE/DEGREE

INSTITUTIONALAFF!LIATION: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
SCHOOL/DISTRICT/ORGANIZATION

GRADE(s)/AREA OF SPECIALIZATION

HOME ADDRESS:
STREET

CITY

STATE/ZIP CODE

HOME PHONE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS/ES:
WoRKADDRESs: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - STREET
CITY
STATE/ZIP CODE
WORK PHONE: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

FAX: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

PREFERRED MAILING/CONTACT ADDRESS:

•

HOME

•

WORK

Please provide information about yourself, addressing your experience, your preferred area of
reviewing, i.e., elementary reading, high school writing, adult literacy, etc.; any editorial review
board experience, current or past; how often you would consider reviewing manuscripts. If there is
additional information you think would help us select manuscripts that would match your strengths,
please include that also. Thank you for volunteering to serve as a member of the MRJ Editorial
Review Board.
Please return to: Mary Jo Finney or Pat Gallant, University of Michigan-Flint, 303 East Kearsley,
Flint, MI 48502-1950
E-mail: mjfinney@umflint.edu or pgallant@umflint.edu
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